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§ bject: "QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS." Information from the Bureau of Biological 
Survey, United States Department of Agriculture. 
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In the last few weeks the mailbag has been bringing in many questions 
about birds. 


} Here's one from a listener who has her worries with robins in the orchard. 
She writes: "Once upon a time the first robin in the spring was a welcome sight 
jbo me, but not anymore —- not since I married a man who is trying to make a 
Hiving raising fruit. What robins can do to a tree of fine cherries is a scandal. 
Can you tell me of any permanent way to keep thei out of an ordhard?" 

e Answer: Before you condemn any bird, you will want to hear the evidence 
On both sides. And the Department of Agriculture biologists, who have made a 
Jong study of what birds eat, have plenty of facts that favor the robin -— prove 
aim to be of great value, even to the orchard. 


in the first place, the robin eats harmful insects the year around. And 
Only during 2 months of the year, June and July, does he eat cultivated fruit 

GO any extent. He eats more wild berries than cubtivated fruits but unfortunately 
Most of these ripen later than cherries. Just put yourself in the robin's place 
for aminute. After a long winter and early spring diet of insects, earthworms 
and dried berries, can you blame him for indulging in the rich juicy fresh 
Cherries when they ripen? 


As for the notion that robins choose only the fruit that human beings 
Consider most choice, the biologists don't agree. They say that unlike people, 
Birds have an appetite for fruit that, like the mulberry, is sweetly insipid or, 
like the chokecherry or holly, has some astringent or bitter taste. In general, 
the wild fruits which birds eat most are usually those which man doesn't care 
for -—- doesn't gather for his own use or adopt for cultivation. 


| 


. Occasionally in fruit-growing regions it has been necessary to allow robins 
LO be killed to save the cherries or other early small fruit. But a more permanent 

protection for the orchard is plenty of wild fruit to attract the birds away 

from the orchard. landscaping your groundswith fruit-bearing shrubs and vines 

mot only adds to the looks of your property but is a prtection to your orchard 

and garden. The biologists suggest especially the Russian mulberry, an attractive, 

vigorous tree that bears a grsat deal of fruit which birds like even better than 

@herries. Fortunately, the mulberries are ripe just when the cherries are, So 

a number of mulberry trees planted around the garden or orchard will tempt the 

Mirds away from the cultivated fruits. 
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‘ So much for the robinsi Now here's, a query about the kingbird. "Is it 
true,/' asks a listener -- "Is it trué that kingbirds are a help to anyone 


Mmeaising poultry?" 


Answer: A family of kingbirds may be a great protection to poultry because 
these birds always are hostile to hawks and crows. The biologists have observed 
many battles between hawks or crows and kingbirds. Kingbirds by driving birds 
of prey away from their own nests also protect poultry and nearby songbirds. 
Kingbirds have other good qualities. Their diet is 90 percent insects, largely 


rasshoppers. Kingbirds also eat such wild fruits as dogwood berries, elder 
berries, and wild grapes. Bee-keepers sometimes complain that kingbirds eat 
honeybees. But the biologists say that this is too rare an occurrence to be 
leneld against a bird that is otherwise one of the most helpful on the farm. 


4 "Don't woodpeckers harm trees by putting holes in them?" inquires another 
| Listener. 


| The biologists say; "No, Except for the sapsuckers, woodpeckers are some 
of the best forest conservationists. We owe them a great debt for saving our 
timber from hordes of destructive insects." 


If you see woodpeckers scrambling over your fruit trees and tapping the 
Dark here and there, don't eye all of them with suspicion. Probably they are 
IMdoing you a great service free of charge. Except for the sapsuckers when they 
put a little hole in the bark, they have found a wood-boring insect that would 

do the tree much more harm than the small hole they make in getting it out. 


lipecker, range over the greater part of the United States. They differ chiefly 

Mn size. Their color is about the same. The males have a scarlet patch on the 
Mhead. Several species of woodpecker remain in the northern States through the 
entire year but the others are more or less migratory. 


. To the listener who asks which birds are most helpful in controlling insects, 
I am sending a Department-of—Agriculture leaflet called "Some Common Birds 

Useful to the Farmers" Anyone is welcome to a copy of this leaflet. It gives 

© evidence in favor of 50 familiar American birds, To get a copy, write to 

e Department of Agriculture in Washington, D.C., and ask for "Some Common 

Birds Useful to the Farmer,' Farmers! Bulletin No. 630. 


» 2 Turning from the birds to the beasts, here's a last question from a listener 
ho wants to know what to do to prevent moles from tunneling under her lawn 

d ruining it. The answer to this question is another bulletin —- a bulletin 
alled "Mole Control". It is Farmers' Bulletin No. 1716. 


There you are, listeners. Send for 630 if you are interested in birds and 


wire 


